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1O SEE OR TO PERCEIVE ARCHITECTURE?
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ABSTRACT

i gevere, evirenmental slemants around vs are parcered very imstinctively. The common bahavier it ke look
nfﬁupﬁﬁimdahmmasﬁbmwdngmmm&rbmmhr purposes, W have e right

to dastruct, chonge or deform them aceording o our shortlerm needs or expectohions, and we uwally do not
force our broin o think abow their reflective charocteristics, Therefare, we pay no affendion or choose ol ko care

abow why and how do they prasen! heir perloimance poidively or ively aceording lo ow
Likewite, we uswally hove ne idee sbout their design bockgrounds, applied |uaremmgpr
Tnboinfﬂumhm“ﬁemﬂymymmdmrmgﬂﬁmrmuhemmﬁnrm rddenunda’mﬂ':h

reality, there dane other foals af hand io be able o hove betler owlcomes and benafils these arganisnm. By
thinking and applying olfernative mathodslogies, & con be posible o become owors of these differences.
Eumm&pmmnfdhmhmnnmﬂyaﬂuﬁﬂbymﬂwm imprevamant and frdnd-

formation depends on fae mubidimensional perempiion dnrchumwhmngnmhlﬁhlkbmg
mﬁnﬂﬁmnﬁbﬂpa&hbwmw , edicerbion and training sy
mnnmmd-ﬂnhmﬂu:

mﬂwhstﬁ?ﬂhdﬁe
fure bitwean mnFmthhmm#mquemwmam&aﬂy To sme, perceive, senie or
hmmtﬂmmmnmﬂd&eﬁ%mmhﬁghdﬂubw&m
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1. INTRODUCTION
ir this contemporary age, although we constanily live in an archisechural envirsament, Hi'lw!plilingﬁurnwufu:-umnw
able ta comment an how we look of, see or perceive archilecture. Regordless of these having any differance, thers

i very lifls concern oo tho evoluation of the architectural ervironmant, how do we rnH is It good o bad, e,
e e g i b b e butdi itasineeing b prloacadon it
the rightly or wrongly understood charocieristics of architechure, but from fie fypa of opproach, which argues fat i sheuld enaly
be lived in. Itis o similor menholity like the one that only stares of the foding ecological balorca of the nofure and regrots it but
hnfi:nﬂmvdhnwdbhmwmwﬂmluhw I¥ is @ criticed nocessity ta ba oble o accuroteky perceive our sméronmant
at ench content and consest, through ond scope. Furthermers, any oddiion fo or subinadtion from it should be par-
allel and in eccordance with it own wﬁ:hmmu|nuwﬂlalmth1h-:hmldac|mnamdnpplrmahw‘dh¢
asimibased hm@!ﬁﬂ:ﬁl‘.ﬂm Maintining the entire inemal balance of fhe envirenmont by wey of feefing and




percaiving it would help s 1o corry on with our [de within o diflsent Svel of medium and siondard of life that croctes a mulfi-
dimansional appreciation for the hture [Da_li, 1999),

The sitvation that is briefly ouflined obove i on imue that requires loremeont aftentian for off ndividualy ond seciaties. The
mmi:hdaln{hn&hﬂdmdmmuhdwrﬁhmmj influenced by this medium of undeestanding and com-
prehension, aither posifively or negatively. Therofore, we should i iahely figure oul woys 4o regain corfoin noficns without
complately losing some ireplaceable values. In particular, the oristic and cesthetic vohues, together with the tomlity of those val
was that ore assumed fo beve o dirsct effect on the philosophicnl patentiol of huran being, should be breught i fifion, The
initiation of such evelution and sranstarmation is directly related with the mull-dimensional percopiion of architechers, acquir-
ing o serma for eoch and every detoil of ity peculierifies, ond being aware of ol the limisstions of risks in managing them.

Consequently, the main am of this sudy 15 o present o diffsrent pereaption misthadalogy far archifecturs by creating @ new
stota of mind hat rests upan the knowledge of the abstraxt, As o designer or as on architectural product user, we should con-
conirole on perceiving the verious park nod seporoialy but in conjunction with e meanings or recisens thod combing these parts
o a whelly unified elemens. Al this point, absiraciion is in fuc the seorch for being awane or conscious of the sructure o siruc-
tural meaning thal encompasses the numereus diverss parts, while af the same fime allows us 1o perceiva oll of the relationships,
ecnneetion means and elemant omaong the wnichial peculisrifies of the whole syshem.

2. MAN AND ARCHITECTURE
Since the earkest penods of like, man hos been ing to control his envirenment. At the end of oll of his offorts, we observa
the grodunl fermation of scientific speciolization ond the emergence of archibeciwe o2 one of i oulcomes, Due 1o subsiontiol
lation increase and s & consequence of lechnalogical improvements, wa observe the proliferation of defined anviranmants
r poople o live in, such ai villoges or cifies, Convontionally architech were supposed 1o be respanaible of the creation of har-
maniows wilements for people to live m. however, bocouse of e eronesus pelitical, sducatienal, and socioeconomical
imgeots, the balanced cesthetic volies of enviranment, which should be respected and influenced by professional processes,
started to become demalished. Space hos come fo be modified by producers and users without any communal contoct or con-
seinuanass.
Infarmation theadists poent oul that the ope is oble o handla en omeunt of almest 5 millian b of doto per second, whore-
o the brain is able o process this doto ot o much dower rote. This gap resulis in what s referred o2 selective attention in
perceiving e fhings orowd us, ond  the archiechural envirenment, o wall. 1t alse leads to divergent indhviduad or
group n.l?h-rﬂ{ charocheristics in recctng fo different impulses coming from spoce and s vorious components, That is why
dusigners should be highly conscientious in creating forms or fundiians, se that they hald sitable ineamngs ko oll perceiven,
DOin thie other hand, #he usery’ an, s the recaivers of these evvirenmental enfities, iuigri-ﬁm-ul’rrplﬁ;ndhyidmﬁhp-
fion of what they won! to perceive, which depends an thair post experiences, eullure andfor beliefs as well o their present mosd
o shate of mind. (Givene, 1997) From this point of view, archilecural abstrockions mey ide & useful suppart in eny design
process 0s-o siarfng paint o ochieve on organization of spoce that is copoble nhll'muE::g pasilive energy, In view of thot,
the uilizaficn of orchitectural space con be easily compored with e process of dislogue ar eommunication becowse of the
resernblance in fe dualiby in between ofitudes on qualiaiie or quantictive terms of orchitecural spoces.
In the daily life, pecple le about their life shondards, ervironmentol polligions, less of oesthetic valves, el ane they
orgus oboul the impael of visual pollulicns on human and social paychology. Under the circumsioness of palifieal or ecanami-
influances breaking social interactions and bringing segrogation of cubural siandards, separate perception posentials smerge
amang differant . Moreover, my regulofory pressunes shart fo dissolve or lose their weight an aetual implereniation, chaat:



ic outeomes eome il view aspecially in cesmopolitan urban arens, which further creates a complex effect on individual can-
caphion [Charmber of Architert, 1999].

Wit this multiglicity ef internal and external focters ot hand, the reletionship of man with archisseture and the shoping of
architectural envirenment chould be faught and shudied corefully. As oll the sompenents of life, from education, praductien, te
recreation, sagether with all the majer and miner cefivies, toke part in differsnt spatial organizaticas, the ability of adapting
and living alorg with these vorious organizations of spoce, and rackling with the prekleams cressed by this physical armesphere
collectively depends on how lo wse, to peresive, o be aware, b be consgious or b understand thase physical or psychelogieal
peculiorities of this orgonization desahy in detail. In arder 1o ebhain the uimost benefit from architectural products and 1o be
using theam w::u;ﬁrl}- depm:h an |'|mring o sftisloclary nofon obout the meonings bahind the ph}"i-kﬂ' elemanis, forms, s
turas, colors, and stuctures, in port ond o 6 whels. The complete awarenass of farm o mass of any anchisectural spaticl ergon-
jzefion is deamad o |'|||F| the wsess in creafing o proper Tevenue I!f.lll‘llil‘l" fresen architeciural arvironmants.

3. ARCHITECT AND ARCHITECTURE

s wa search about psychological behavier of human being, we should alse erificize the architects ond architecture within thei
prafessianal life ond fheir education or fraining and opplication systems in fofal. There thould ol be emphesis based on ecdu-
pation interference in fien. As u:;ﬁihods-, Eglm wet are designing spoce, we may find surselves under the influence
of the preconception fob mn @ incontestnbly right for the wsers, which is in foct, o miseading erifical impulse that
eames aul directly fram cur precondifioned stohe of mind a5 on archifect (Lindersmith ond Strouss, 1748).

Pessibly, ho avoid this defect in the ancient periods when becoming an archifect had bean very different s they used 1o be
educated and trained in the comparry of their pionesr masters, designing ond ing architecture o o complete entity. In the
corsemparary system, the professional prodice developed to ba hi with speciclization ot esdh step of the pro-
duction. As a consequence, the diverse membars of the architoctral production team is required to have an sverall corsensus
i widarshanding the diferant ospects of their profession ond influencing the cutcomes with their respensihilifies in ypedialize-
ficri. EFective ard efficient harmenization in betwean professions is parficulorly impedant in ching the syshernafic anchi-
fectured preblems that eriginate from the intrinsic deficiencies of the variows secial, economical, cultural, peychological satings
and their nueracs supedimpasifions.

4. COMSEQUEMNCES
Human being is usually undsr the direct or indirect impact of different infuentic! Factors; whera on the ane hand, these impacts
come from internal cocumulations and superimpesitions, an tha other hand, some of tham oocur due 4o external condifions, such
o4 environmental impacts, Therelore, the cros-section of thesa fwo mojor fodors comes out as the actvator in the system of core
cepfion,

To give an example, man with his natural insfinds, mey autematically adopt to new envirenmental condificns posilively ar

. with respect to hiz comfart condifien standards, However, the inifiation of this interesting prosess dnpwd::u?m +{|:_.
[la] r

imporiant role of the infernal syshem sructure, which perceives all of these condifiens, comments end gererales o F
them by utmast assimilafians, The main sources ferming this internal dynomism are considered fo be genetic, socio-culhural and
paychological broin producfions that emengs as the aggregation of reditienal cooumulations.

Since it hos been ted cut that the perception of individuals is highly determined by the cbovementicned internal
procegsas, it should impr‘?‘:,-b: clear tiat the beasic sk Falls en the architects - os catalysts in the sccurrence of all of the archi-

ici
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tectunol values, clong with dusemenatien and opfimum pasitive wilizoten of the perception and the fzeling by socicty — during
the rronsition sioga from individual to saciety or vice veria.

A vory claor mample of this new peeposed process con be given s the undersianding in e health system. Alhough the
sssue of health hod commanky been reoted through indisdualistic approaches sarlier in the posl, of present, i is undersiood
#hat it is not possible o ochieve positive resulis withaul heving full sppreciotion of saciol healih in it entivaty. Taking this view-
paint e account in the methadology of design, we should realize that application and uhlization of all lite and production
spoces, togaiber with their envircomental conditiens or sondards, are interralated with eoch other. Similar to the ort of o i
liar, wha ulifizes his inputs fo produce outfits by contralling oll af the peiitve physieal comlan conditions of human body, archi-
rectural or urban spoces should be created in occordance with multi-dimensional sconsrical or durational condifians, as fey
coma i have on everoll impartance n influencing the pecple forover. The reasan is that dimensicn, in any sense, scale or sioge,
outcmahicolly becomes social and thersfere, in thas systenohic process, one showld nat cverlock #at the dimensions nd-:PmiHm
and negativa impacts or e importance are direcfly reloted o the multi-focoria! (socio-econamic, culural, elc ] development
levels of diferent courtries.

In this presentod oppraach, since we concentrofe an #ie unovaideble conjunction of individual Tile with the processes of
sacial libe, we soe that it is also inevitable tha the physical, sacial, psychalogical, econamical, and cultural impacts of an archi:
tectural spoce on the individuol or on the social stucues, dirscly o mdirnchy, corry and transber all these valies omang ind
viduals and seciety, sither pastively or negatively. Tharehors, the emmence of an archdechural product & direcfy linked 10 the
measurability of the eminence of the social life and the emmence of cullural ccumibation, which are believed 1o hove direct
contribufions te it. The sondards that exist in o living environment ot @ Eurepann ar a Mah Americon city and how #e behee-
iornl aspacts of people, the rasulling social interrelabans and culture in these regions are defined carmespondingly con be ssken
oz eamples. On the ether hand, in the cose of Turkey, as o ropidly improving country, te poitive or negative impech of e
ronment that influsnce any development are dicsety related o the main cuumphens covered i the archiechinel design of an
ermironment. Against all fe economical problems and shartages in the warly Republican period of Turkey, it wos poasible o
observe much more evenly distribuied spoces whose slements conlained superior stondards and almost vatouched nosural bl
aiees with respect iz the presant, Endividuals were direched towands production very pasilively then, whereas now, the percaived
disterted wrhanism ond crocked notural balances. on $he one side, influsnce the paychological sthuctre of people negatively
ond o the alher, cowse gross losses brought by economical processes creating irofionsl social imerrelstions.

5, ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION AND CULTURE
The Ffm'dﬂ:r archilachual education and training spaberna exhibet roots from the I'nu:hing and quing- ProCEsEs of madieval
?-1 where students ore expected to orant Femsehes o inilole cerfoin previous experiences. bn gcnqrn| thery have no transher

rming ar creative applisd educolion system that would facliale undershinding & presenl ond deicuss their parsonal sci-
entihe abilites to mmprove supply and demand mochanisms in producing and ulilizing an architectural produc, Besides, almost
el of the architechural educalion programs in Turkey ofier mare ar ks the some curriculums Through nearly similar content and
corlet wilh identcal application prineiples. A5 o consequenca, inferior groduntes ges oway by cheasing 1o abide by the exisl
ing predetermined rules directly, creating l'u#'llr regative owtcomes, whereos the betler anes choose s discond the basics with
the cver confidence thal comes from their design potential, feefng free o produce extremely ditterent spaces which leck har-
mary within the kel ervicanmental wiky,

At present, there o froo univessiny in devaloged countes thal are designed o offer endless currculum planai

optians and so they prowade shudants the Hexibilisy of choosing diferent lecsure packoges in order to ochieve an q:m-mlrﬁ



bockground for crective ntellechual aceumulation. Archilects coming from such o skmiulsting configuralion may indeed be oble
o construct proper points of contac) with ordinary people wha will utilize their products, which in hum is expected 1o lead 1o 8
rumber of posisve: vpshals such o1 opprapriote parcepfions or feelings and sensing multi-dimaersional potenfiols of the crected
architechural spaces thet fit directly to thair needs. As @ resull, these new architectural environments may be able ko creae the
jatl oesthatic ond Runctional spatial organisms thot conform o theis nolural sminestrocure, which are also able 1o odapt hem-
sehees ke the ecologicolly proved fHexbilifios.

&. ARCHITECTURAL THEORY AND DESIGM EDUCATION
Architechsral thoory and design educsfion in any system o program of rchieclural iroining should contain proctical epplics:

fion meansy with certoin adaptable qualities that provide Besibility for fusure needs ond chonges. In Turkey, construct:
ing theany and supparting #t with practical finding that i fed by application i+ difficull ke achieve, especially in applied seiences.
Tha onl ion is medical proctice where, even though o limsed number of researches con find appheation @ hospikls, i

iz possible fo diredly thare thi outcomen with ofer professisnals in the prochce. Despite ik et siches, suich o certmin ures-
pected and harmbul resubls, it proves 1o be o beter Runctioning system o i offers @ milieu for the sbservation of actal end
results, which alsa facilisotes the sciontific gaps batwean other couniries fo become smaller, Howeves, in fhe architectural anvi-
ranmenl, especially in poor hausing apphications, it is ot possible o hink abaut the perespional compatence of poople because
of the lock of comprebansion potential in their minds 1o oppreciate archikeciure, which creales @ negotive reflection and ralal-
o negative cccurmences. over profossional ions, Mareover, thess negativities directly influance further difficulfies ond
Mimminm:mrﬁﬂil z hup&yﬂhﬁ:ﬁi:ﬂh‘d&pﬂuﬂdmﬂmﬁwmﬂ.ﬂ,1wr|

7. ACHIEVING IMPROVEMENT STEPS

In order to undarstand and achieve Impreverant in the differences in thinking, locking, weing, pﬂuh'mg.bdlﬁ aware and
being conscious in architechsre, some interasting discussion loples ara presented below iogether with notes parallel 1o cur solu-
huhtummhnhhbpﬂhfwﬂmhmnbrﬂh with the above focts. W is aimed that the psycholagical
pragress in subsjects eraotes o valuoble rmhndnhgi:uluppmn; in terms of thecry procice relatienship [U_urlu, 2000|
to the aforemantioned predicoments,
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7.1 Abstract and Concrete / Art and Architecture

At should not be explained bat

Accarding to this undarstonding, it you connat explain onything, then e ideal
case of heving o socielal copecity or sandard which can under , perceie
and feel architectura will not be able fo become seclized

*Architect is the ewner of the spoces
hiz has desigred, wiers are the

guests.”

This is nat sccepioble bacouss in ardar to hove masimum revenue out of archi-
tectural products, architects should illuminete the users on the various aspects of
the paricular design b realize one of the majer goals, which is efficancy.

*Architect is @ type of drama
producer. Ackors are-the ordinary
pocple.”

Mnmmcun:lhafr architect is supposed fo buﬂ'nudud motivabor of these octors
in ardar 4o be dble io mrrl:ﬁme support fram these ordinary peeple, which
would help 1o enhance orfistic srength through creating bounderies of communi-

enfian with the cliants, users, ar the cantraciars for ochieving beter saluticns, per-
ceptions ond feelings. Howsver, the main idea i o be oble to contemplate an the
quasfion of 'uhurl-t?a wa pxpect from on architecturol product?’ Is it only o phys-
vl enltity or a mulli-dimensional whole2

wviewpeints and perceptions

7.2 Sample arguments ond concepts from vorious architects / Understandings by different

A lime-odophotde space”

Wihiy it is not proctical 1o toke the voluobbe ancient orchitechure ared wilize it in the
canternparary wordd? What are tha influencing faecors? Is it possible e minimize
them by crealing o new design method?

“Ona of e prooks of o succassful
archileciure is the wilizetion of thed
building parclls! fo the goa's of e
archifesl.”

it is argued that not enly the quality af fhe architecture buf alwe foctors swch oz
unconscious cliants, usars, confractors, or devalopers fiot lock architectural percep-
fion or fesling couse urwanted resaults,

*drchitectural products ore net pre-
duced by the artist himself. Architec!
compases the music which will be
parfarmed by the athars ¥

if the professianal applicafion principles are appraached sedausly and i the activ
ilies end eam arganizatiens can be-cnnrmladpsynmuﬁm"y, it may be pessible to
aamotically crecte different cutcomes invobing different percepfian or fesling
sheandards.

“Architecture does nat frongher ony
close ar private message from one
person ko another.”

It is mot acceptable, ot many successhul architecturol products search for an impar-
fant messege that can be ramferred o the whele society in erder o improve the
quality of perception in spafial ergonizakians, which sdds & new design palerticl
1o the arfist, as wall.




7.1 Abstract and Concrete / Art and Archirechure

*Ant should not ba axplained but
feed”

mﬂhﬁi.ﬁﬁiq.ﬂpwminwmmmm
cose of having o socell ity or sthandard which con undersiond, percsive
and Fesl orchitecture will not be obls 1o bacome realized.

*Archilect is the cwner of the spaces
he has designed, usars are the

This is not ocoeplable Becoise w order o have meassmum revenue ot of archi-
mdw,mmMHiﬂlmimﬂhummﬂnmrmmnﬁ
tha parficuler desion to reolize one of the mojor goals, which is efficiency.

giesh,”
PP T P ki Mare aocurately, architect is sed bo b the octual mativalor of these octors
e e vy | it otdr 1o be cble  accumilole support from these crdincey people, which
- would fo enhonco artistic sirength through creating boundaries. of eammuni-
catian with the clients, usars, or the cortracion for achieving better solulions, per-

caphions and malings. Howeves, the main idea i & be oble o comemplate on the
quastion of “whot do we sepect from on architectural produch & i only o phys-
eal entity o o muli-dimensional whele?

7.2 Sample arguments and concepts from varigus orchitects / Understondings by different
perceptions

viewpaoints and

“ 4 fime-odapiubla space.”

‘Why it is not proctical 1o take the voluable oncent architechsre ond utilize i in e
canemparary world? What are the infuencing fackors® 15 if possible fo ménmizs
them by cradting o new dasign methad?

*Cine of the proofs of o successhul
avchitechwre is the ulization of that
building peralel io he gools of e
avchiect,”

b is argued thet not only the quality of the orchitecture but olse fodars woch as
unconscicus clianty, wkens, cantracions, or developers. thet lack architechral pereap-
lmnurhdmgmm rosults,

*Architectural preducts ane nof pro-

duced by the artist himsall, Archibect
the music which will be
by the alhars ®

1F the professional applicatien principles o opproached serioushy ond if the octiv-
ifies aned e arganizatiens can b cantrollod sy , itmay be passible io

weally cracte different suleomes imvalving diferent percoplion oo fealing
skemdords

*Architechrs doos nat franifor any
close o private messoge from one
persan o ancther

It Is nal ooceplable, o3 many successhd architecturod prodiscts search lor an impar-
mmmsmguﬂmmb&mfmedhh% ity in onder b improve the
quality of percapfion in spabal ergonizations, which odds o new design potential
f the arfish, on well,




5ot and hard form definiton is o | Formal definifiens connat salaly be conidered as saft or hard, whers thare con alio
compiee and rolatve definition.” be secifications such o absiract or conerele, siotic or dynamic, et The meanings
#hat we ochieae from fommes help us o ofinin efficient percoplions.

“Even #e most sensitve axplanation | The main quesion here does not depend upan the perceiver but on the designes

of afl the fecode peculiaritiss of an | who creates the design with cerin mising peints. bn this coss, the bes Iy
jct cannol give the directly creat- is to choose o woy of multi-sided mxplanation fo creats pmllf-'epl;dnhgiﬂ roFloe-
roal foeding fo us." fions with moimum sensifivity and sandards.

us
the architechre i3 | To specify e svle of o building i not so impariant, but the crucial thing s to con-
s ot the. | Wibute 15 o mimuem bl vl of wach ndividucd o foel s orchockre,

B. COMNCLUSION
Dariving from the foct that percephion is highly influsnced by individual interests, beliok, offitudes, and cenain ather persanal
oftributes coming from cur individuslity, it i concluded thae ion is highly subjective and selective [Ruryon, 1977,
Prercepficn is whjeckive in tha seres that it sokes ploco in the mind of the receiver, ond it is sebective becaise the personal copa-
bility of human baing is not swulficiont encugh so perceive all the simuli around us, which sibeonseiously leads to tha ssbactian
of a number of elemants o pey ofention ar 1o meact,

Alhaugh the abave siolments provide o very concrete base for perceplion, when the issue is opproached from the view-
poind of the whale sacisty, sspacially croofive designers and archisscts, it is easily percaived that in any of the relations babween
the environmenal elements and human being, hers is the consestunl smphosis ond the significant pasition of abstroct ort per-

cophon.

Alongsid these ambifions, # should be pointed cul that the consciousness of arfistic oesthetical parception ability, thal s
ona of the basic and imparfant privilsges of being human, cannot be considered sufficient, hence, the reflex consciousness hal
bong 1o i iRy Sk i sl 0 e cuid e osasble- o ik orward,

Paralle! to thes cftemp, the nead for the consiruction of o lifefime durable and susnable education and iraining system &
indisputable. The process for ing, deciding, and epphring shudy oneas in the felds of basic design and design shoudd ale
bl @ course with ereative, original, and precise roob.

Inh_-mﬂmdhﬁm‘mwnﬂﬁu}mhMMWirmmwunmmﬂh*ﬂM
paiceptions, feeling perspeciives and vondards of sociefies, togesher with duties and respansibilities is required to be shared by
all the oeters invebed in planning ond pefitical deciuson-making
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