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A DIFFERENT APPROACH FOR FURNITURE DESIGN

Faruk ¥abom Uguriu
Department of Ineror Architectrs
Cankava University
Ankara, Turkey
fvugurlufifcankaya edu tr

Abstract — MMulti-ziuled conscisusness s essential o
Turniture design, production, and alilieation stages.

In sulving architectural space ereation problems relaiel
o furmiture design, macro spproaches, which will create
new understandings to betler cope with homsn needs,
mew materials, details and technologies are necessary.
Creation of dynamic demand from sockety for designers
is the key aspect of improved conscivasness, Wastes in
desipgn, production, snd wtilization of furnitere triggers
wverall qualities of living environment. Becoming a slive
of Turniture limits movements and creates negathoe
impacts on physical amd visual comforis. Experience
fram applicd design syvtems allows consclousaess 1o he
formeid throwgh new cducational programs,

Kevwords; Furniture, esign, Design Education, Living

Standards, Consci

1. INTRODUCTION
There are misconceptions and concepiual diversitics
in the design, production, and wtilization of fimitune
placed in different spaces, While on ihe one hand, this
sitution causes extra forces on the ecomomy, on the
other hisnd, il prevents the fotal comfort expectation of
The users 10 be met at rational levels, At the end of this
negative process, even the relaiwns of the designers,
prosfucers.  and  consumers  become  spoiled
cconemically. socially. and psychologically, etc.
These mussing points and diversions are onginated
from the Inexaciness and negativity, as well as the
economical  and  socioscultural  deficiencies  of
prefessional formations. Basis of these difficulties are

moled in failores of systematic understandings.
{Figure: 1)
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Befsre having any decision made i design, the
charactemstics and environmental relations of human

i9

being should be clearly leamed. The interconnecicd

design elements in any design process create a vicos

circle. (Figure: 2)

The partners in the process of furmiture desipn,

production, and wtilization that are expected to have

open and interiinked relations usuallv fail o solve the
preblems by way of approaching with a systematic

understanding. As & result, o becomes difficult o

create mediums, which provide a sharing of ¢ultural

accumulations  through mutual understanding  and
leaming

In this new mllenmium, there are very impartant

conceplual  deviations in overall  understandings

related o fumiture and its place in the whale life.

These are;

I. People used to own furniture for longer periods.
They  were fecling  furniture’s  private
appreciation, and B extreme cases, the owner
usedd 1o be provd of or be in love with it But now,
thede are some Rarmilire aid fusnituie conpansent
presfuctions giving  the priority o form  and
function rather than durability.

2. People began 1o bearm how 1o utilize second-hand

furnitire, they try lo care aboul overall eost-in-

use understading. they learn how 1o balance
titgh witsal price with the selling prices.

Although since the ancient periods, people had

started 10 settle ol certidn locations, mow, die 10

the changing global life sivle, they do not prefer

1o settle in the same location, They prefer

furnished  studic-apariment  wats  and  for

relatively shorer perods.

1. FURNITURE SECTOR & PROBLEMS

There are three different approaches m producing
Turniture;
L. The fumiture, which has becn, wsed in- or
oul-side spaces of the wealihy and large scale
buildings used to be the sub-products of their designs.
{Pictures: |-2)
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2. People with limited incomes, al small-scale
buildings, submit o unhealthy designs or even to
furniture without any design. In general, open
production systems with ambigueous standards have
been chosen and bought by the wsers, or the very
elementary advices of their semi-expert advisors are
placed in spaces. (Pictures: 3-4)
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3. An present, products that are mass-produced with
the help of echoological improvements have low
initial costs and prices. They give the chance and
opportunity to the users having very different living
cultures, and they create an atmosphere with flexible
furniture stondards. (Pictures: 5-6)

{Moders fmir ¢ spuce overall sesthenc gualied |

This situation caused further problems in developed
and developing countries. Developing countrics with
economic  limilations have been much more
influenced by this problem. because they must utilize
their fumiture for much longer durations. Demand-
supply understanding, design, production, utilization,
and even re-utilization stages of the relations between
human being and furniture also show the importance
of design. Achieving a fotal unity with “meaning™ or
transferring and sharing artistic feelings by pieces of
art are all missed in above approaches. Progress 15
rather faced with very chaotic struciural totality when
functionality, economy, ergonomics, material, detail,
technology, form, aesthetic, etc. subjects are added 1o
it. This also extends the adaptation period of poor
people 1o new inventions and technological
developments. (Figure: 3)

Fig } Conscusumen = mesng

If we concentrate on the non-systematic approaches
and related problems occurred at the basis of this
structural totality which are usually perceived as
chaotic, as well as the missing parts and mistakes that
occur during the design processes, it becomes
apparent that;

& Mot gamning enough clarity in the pretentation of
realistic necessities, open explanabions and definitions
are to be discussed,

= The outcomes of the requirements are not
analysed during the design process and are nol
evaluated sufficiently by a thorough synthesis in the
selection of material, technology. detail and especially
the theme, in order to construct an aesthetic and
functional product.

= |n the origin of the problem, as well as being
unsble 10 construct positive COMMUMCANION AMONE
user, designer, and producer, there 1 also the issue of
balancing prioritics and posterior concerns. which are
o be evaluated in the communication and production
slages.

= As consumer requiremenis can not exscily be
predetermined, users are not able to choose proper
producers and the chosen producer cannol always
provide the right answers to their real necessities by
understanding their needs. Here, the main problem
ariginates from having no social motion forming the
occurrence of adaptability standards with social
communication in tofal, together with the limited
education and training standards of the parties.

= Copsumers are nol very courageous in congulting
with professionals duning the definition of their needs
and necessities. This is because it has not been
realized thst consciousness influences not only the
consumer but also the decision makers from the
political and planning stages on space. Fumiture
utilized by human being, design, and production of
instruments, and devices as well as the health of
husman being, influence all other life conditions, oo

* Personal job organizations or, 1o be more direct,
disorganizations of producers are realized randomly
and far from any control totally, either 1o quickly gain
the lost values back, 1o run the organization with zero
operating capital or in an attempt 1o be successful
beyond their capacities with zero investmenis. There
s no job vanety or boundary definition and they
usually think that they can easily manage in any job
organization and by having many job responsibilities;
however, parties meet with grest losses as a result of



being linked fo these wnsuecessful and negative
organimation structure. S0 much worse s that the
process that takes place in these fields s not
significantly differemt for larger scales of investments
and organizations,

o Functional pecubarties of produced fumiture,
spatial relations, form and mass effects, dimensional
proportions, utilized materials’ quantity and quality of
all of the attributes {amount. thickness, colour, texture
elc. surface and other matenal  charactenstics,
hardness, lightness, outweaning, erosion, el
durshility values and ecological standards directly
influencing the human being.) are hardly considered
under the limitations that are supposed o be Knoan
by the producer. The materials that can ensily be
reached by the producer or those matenals procured
from neighbouring  firms  through  instalments  ane
added w the total sum  in any  wise.  Hasic
characteristics expected from a prece of furmiture that
forms all of the components having a wial unily.
having charscienstics of hanmony among them, even
ol @ mumimum Jevel, are not considered definitely

v Periodical cares, maintenance {whitewash, pant,
repair, or removal of installations, ete.) of the whole
buildings or umit spaces with fixed Remitare are mot
easy. Because these furmiure are massive and have o

flexible detanl

3. PROPOSALS TO THE PROBLEMS

if we concentrate on short-term, medivm-lerm and
Jengsterm solutions in order w bring some scientific
agproach to these or similar problems presented;

Even af primary stages of civilization. it was a must 1o
have training or o have a diploma o the related feld,
if you wanted to work im that field This situation s
uswally closely and stnctly under contral with local
authosities of professional mstitubions Rut s present,
although there are many socal organizatons that
work for consumers™ rights and conscrvation, it is
surprising 1o see that they sull lack the consciousness
shout the main roots or basis of the problem. This
pegative sitwation cannol be explained by free market
cconomy or capitalism.  Society has chosen and
defined the administration system democratically and
all of the responsibilities are cleardy defined in
conatitutional-law and other laws, That 15 the ligher
admimistrators and decision makers who must care for
peapke, agaimst all relaed negativity, create necessary
consciousness and apply controls and supervisions:
All drives and atempts cannol solely be expecied
from the private sector. For diminishing the negativity
of these problems in shofter perods, and for arming
bemer levels of design, production and utilization, all
of the producers, consumers, feaching/raining
instimutions and other decishon imakers, in other words,
all of us, altogether or one by one should have
conmsciousness in our 1otal responsibilines. (Figures: 4-
2}

Fig 1 Conscunsness | Fig % 'y shwmon ]

4, CONSCIOUSNESS & POLITICAL
DECISION

First of all, political decision makers  should
immediately discuss the professional formations, and
prepare  the  necessary  legal  infrastructure  for
restructunng. As it is included in medicme laws and
regulations, by considering the dircet influence and
impacts of space utilizations on human health and
country economy; definitions of professional fields
and criteria for being specialist should be perfectly
and clearly defined, and uncontrolled production-
consumption relation should immediately be hrought
o an end. For example, in general, mimimum nuimbers
of technical staff are employed by the producers for
related fields. whereas conscivusness requires a clear
distribugion of responsibality distribution and all other
boundaries and limitations should be clearly explained
in lows or regulations and relaied  rules or
punishments should be included into i, as well.

[his subject is ol least. and ewven as important as
traffic  regulations, Not  everybody  owns  an
automaobile, but surely, all of us own at least a bed or
a chair, and many people have a bath, kitchen. and
living/working spaces with furmiture in them. In order
to perceive the structural input-output relation among
cducation, production, re-creation  and  man &
architecture elaractenstics, one should be aware of
the muliplicity of internal and  extemal factoss

(Figure: &)
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5. CONSCHMSNESS & TEACHING-
TRAINING
The other important phase is thal the voctionsl
schools having edveation and training ot any level
should act  consciously  according 1o scientific
evaluation, and in measuring the performance,
minimum success level should start not from 50%% bt
al least T0%, or even £0% out of 100, and there must
be careful controls and sirict rules in supervising
systemns, For instance; if o doctor has a limited
knowledie accumulation, his impact will be limited



with his patient only, but if the profession is a
tcchmeal subject, as architecture, industnal design,
ete. then the nepstive impast is much more importan
and dangerous for at least more than one, maybe for
|05 o 1000% of people in the society.

Ancther dimension s the stages and scale among
parts of the whole educationil process, For instance,
curriculum planning and transitional  consciousness
fromm one-siep to another, even 1o the professioial
applications should be scientifically researched . and
applied

6. CONSCIOUSNESS IN PRODUCTION
In order 1o create o consciousness for the producers:
for example when establishing an atelier for furniture
production;  during  production  or selling,  the
imparant points that should be considered are;
# The intended production tvpe for the furmiture,
comsumer  profile,  equity  capital  needed  for
investment, running capital. sufficient knowledge
aceumulation,  research  on  advertisement  and
marketling potential, optimum production amount thx
compensates the system, optimum  environmental
conditions amd  infrastructure, risks, finding raw
matersals, cash-flow, healthy living and giving
warranty i realizing rational revenues, elc. should be
taken mto account. s there rent ability or feasibility in
relmed subjects? Are the stages to improve production
and  wtilization truly  defined? In case of any
unexpecied negative capacity or change in variety and
transition to o mew medium and planming fexibiliny of
casy adaptation, are total process and running need to
be designed from the very start?
Advertising  the  establishment,  customer
relations, production plansing and staff organization
are adequate or not? Especially, are the design team
successfully bringing creative approaches and are the
intellectual and dynamic teams realizing aclive
marketing”
Will they Face with any problem during the
realization of the production, storing, transporting.
and assembling? s the speed of feeding the market
rationally caleulaned?
*  After getting the user approval, are the warranty,
ipgre  piece,  Maiplenance-repair | process  1ssues
platned” What are the warranties reflect to the
consumer of The pieces take place in the body of the
whole part and produced by other firms? Which of
these firms can be responsible again (o produce same
pieces? By perindically looking at the consumers’
problems, will the question of “at which points
problems are becoming concentrated on?” be used as
feedhack input through the ulilization of statistical
methods?
Which precautions should be taken in erder 1o be
permanent in fumniture market? Are shor, medivm
and long term design, production price and payment
decisions developed? Are the imcemtive bonuses,
imventicn, and award for the increase in productivity,

excess work, el processes planned for worker
motivations?

Are there studies on aiming for renovition of
atclier and technology. deprecution values, disaster
problems, insurmnce etc.? For instance, is there any
orientation for insuring the customer works?

Is material and production storage conssdered and
planned? Are the new technologies examined closely?
What are the applications as regards the coniribution
1o trade marking process? s a marketing network for
whale country considered?

& 15 an open system for new and creative thoughts
catablished? s there a commumication mirasiruciure
fir training vouth and professionals? In one sense. is
there any organizgation for the future marketing
stratepies?

7. CONSCIOUSNESS IN CONSUMPTION
Farallel to the geneml approach presented above and
in order o make the consumer much Mone CoNScious;
the points that we should pay anention when buying a
piece of furniture or ordering for production is

presented below:
# Dimension of fumiture, durability, material,
form, aesthetic, geometry, lechnology,  detal,

fumctionality, environmental relations, ergonomics.
comfort conditions, impact on health, relations 1o
other furmiture, price [ithng ele. i3sues must be
comsulted with a  specialists  (archimect, interior
architeel, indusimal designer, technicians. skilled
workman, efe ) and we should avod  from
instantaneous purchasing decisions

o« We should prefer practical, useful, functional,
durable, cleanable and transportable furnitere with
easily mounted parts having no negativity as breaking,
ercking and cresting no damages on our body i any
negative impact, impulse, earthquake etc. conditions
We should not forget that, an ormamented, high
hacked and very large, heavy armechair, nol fitting to
our limited space dimensions, may have siriking
appearances bul always may bring dust collection
potential i time, or create movement obsinactions
risks. {Pictures: 7-B-9)
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¢ We have seen and perceived that; a wardrobe or a
closet may create impanant problems with very small
or big covers, apemng 10 wiong directions, interiors,
or intericr partitions not dimensioned or designed
according o the objects” peculiantes av each
utilization step. But just by being camried away into
certain peculiarities {colour, aesthelics, cheapness,
etc.), wi may choase to buy any product. [f we do not



have any sdea about placing this furniture in a space,
or without knowing the kinds of functiomnal
expectations that may be charged on before buving it,
of we do not have any experiment in use within the
returning peniod; then, at the end, we are not capable
of pvedding all of the problems

As in all over the world, in Turkey oo, furniture and
comstruction  seclor,  against  all  negative
environmental, economical, political conditions,
represent & significant economical potential. An
increxsing and important peculiarity of this potential
is the rapid improvements in fumilire exportation due
to environmental changes. The crucial side is the
understanding of the real additional expectations and
inclinations of this contemporary generntion. by
rightly annotating this progress in the new social
structuring and gaining an extra acceleration for the
major youth groups with limited income. In order 10
amply benefit from this potential and to become a
firm, which gains a prestigious and strong futire with
incrensing economical revenues, it 15 vital that
schentific contributions are provided. On the one hand,
while the existing situstion s being protected, on the
other hand, [rst limited, then contextunl openings
should be organized with the wiilization of balanced
capital and directions having o comprehensive risk
planning been done. During this process, we should
concentrate on new and creative alternatives in order
not to loose new markets

Especially, not perceiving the rapidly increasing
number of big marketing firms and companies and
producers  presenting  highly  negatively  desigmed
products o the society is very dangerous. In nme,
they will immediately loose social confidence. For
this reason, they should be copscious  aboul
appreaching the subject positively and, right quantity
and quality levels of professionnl experts”
employment should be realized in a shor period.

& CREATION OF NEW UNDERSTANDING
When we think on furniture in any space, immediate
expression is an ohject having a function. For
example, & chair, a wardrobe, a wable, etc. But in
reality, they are made out of some matenial, having
apphed a production detail, technology, and they have
forms, colours, lextures, design characteristics,
comfort qualities. ergonomic standards, functional
peculiarities, etc. Besides all of these characteristics,
they have an onentation in the space (sleeping, eating,
living, working, service, etc.). We place them near
some other furmiture or near 10 a wall, window,
chimney comer, eic. We want them as visible, semi
wisible or invisible positioning: the perception angles
change their additive characteristics to the space
(Pictures: 10-11-12}
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Furnsture &5 imporiani not only as an ohject, but a5 &
part of a total complex design. There must be an
overall unification created on purpose. That s,
aesthetical meaning  in  design created by the
architects. Whai are the interesting features of the
furniture that adds another taste, attractiveness, or
aesthetical value? As designers, producers. users, we
should find right answers 1o these and other questions.
This approach is not only tree for perceiving fumiture
in any space. You may look any part or a particular
detail in applving same wnderstanding, This also
explains  human attempt tw  have a cultural
accumulation on histher living practice. That is the
secing and perception that are very different from
each other. This consciousness and understanding
may create a very important bridge between an amist
designer mind fo the users”, so the Mow of all aristic
fechngs may be casily reahzed through this new
channel. The creator may send and share concepiual
accumulations by using this channel (Figure: 7)
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7 Chiminels between Desagnen & Lse

9, CONCLUSION

It can be agued thay pew  directions  and
methodologies should be improved at the relevant
departments. of universities  (architecture, interior
architecture, industrial  design, ete.) hy the
professional application and practice or by improving
the scope of cowrses such as  construction
IMENAEEen], e,

It iz easily perceived that m any of the relations
between the environmental elements and human
being, there is the contextual emphasis and the
significant position of abstract an perception.

The need for the construction of a lifetime durable
and sustainable education and training system is
indisputable. The process for choosing, deciding. and
applving study areas in the fields of basic design and



design should also follow a course with creative,
original, and precise roots. We are in need of having
multi-sided programs for  improving  percephion
standnrds.

Instead of educating all of the students as designers
through bachelor and master level education and
training in related disciplines, other chances should be
provided with different  stody  fields. By this
methodology, with much, more balanced supply and
demand mechanism; we can talk abowt more
conscious, efficient, and thealhy productivity
(Pictures: [ 3=-14)
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During education and traiming process, choosing
different disciplines and levels altogether must be
supported.  Techmical schools ot secondary  level
education (timber-iron  works  etc) should  have
cooperstion with interior architecture and industrial
design departments with furmiture planming-design-
production-utilization subjects. Environmental design,
landscape,  architecture,  interior  architecture,
industrial design ete. departments in universities are
also  expected to  have commumcation  among
themselves and should have very dense scientific
communication  with scientific subjects, such as
material engineering etc. disciplines. Bachelor level

L]

student may be encouraged 10 have master study in a
different ficld to be able 10 specialize through
heneficial superimpositions. These types of systematic
approaches in education may also casily create very.
specialized new course structures for future design
attempts.  For  nstance;  “furniture  structure o
anatomical superimposition of space and furniture™
can be futunstic creatrons in furnitere design.
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