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A MODEL APPROACH FOR THE ACCREDITATION OF
ARCHITECTURAL PROGRAMMES

Faruk Yok UGURLL
Eastern Mediterranean University, Turkish Bapublic of Narthern Cyprus

Abstrac)

In arder lo achieve a standard architechural occreditabion system, te educe-
fional ond praclizing precessas must be enalyzed by considering inpul-oulzame
mechanism Whal are the conlemporary neads for on international organise-
fian? ls it possible 1o separate the whole syslem inte partd Do we need ony
medification in the educational syshem in order 1o hove a glabal charocter? O
da we hove ko erganize an infernalional prefessional leam for the avaluotion of
diffaramt cases of knowledge and experience that complies with sciantifically
praven stendords of secreditation? How can we develop an innevalive approach
For ditferant stages of funclioning and fransiion of mental farmalion #

Ta cape with all of the abave Facts, o new model is presented The model is
“changing the existing accreditotion approach and plocing a much mare proc-
fical sysham lo cover the new needs. such as hil‘lﬂ Haxible, d':,rnnm'rc_ ﬂl:hph:ll:fu
The sims of creating such a madel are,

1. Cancentialion on dasigning and decision processes al the sccraditation,

2. Adopling the results into the regional ar global scale.

3. Achieving o better orchitactural education system

4. A confinuous occreditalion system parallel 1o o confinicus education system
5 A practicol opproach in defining the conlents and tha technigues of evalus
tion of the diplamos or degroes

& During the reslizalion procaess, the achisvment of the Social Prachisianers and
FPraperty Manoger Architects

Kay words - accreditation, archilectural sducalion




Inireduchion

The basic prablem in accreditation far any cowe, al ony phase, i finding o way of evaluating the
subject that is presanted, whally but not partially. |F we marely think about the basis for accreditatian of
architectural programmes by searching about curricula, tha cdteome moy mislead us. Because, in this
process, there ore many different conditions whizh influence eoch other and prasent the different levels
of standards. That's why we should consider the soges befare aducation, -dur-ng aducation ond aftar
education letally

In @ counlry the education system is limited with the whaole running system, such as sociopelitic,
econamic, strotegic, etz All syslems are elesaly interraleted with soch cther. Saitis hord o chonge one
or quiﬁl without creating any impact an whale sysham

As it is known, acgreditotion is o slokic entity in itall. AHer having o sampls, there are rigid
meawring scales and echaiques which con be applied eosily. Sometimes we iry ta find if there ore
some similarities between bvio programmes. Sometimas we tun after mathemalical colelations or carre-
lations. But acteally the process must be mare dynamic. There are many different knowledge or experi-
eace levaly, Some of tham are Wy @ony o meosure ar compore, some ore Yery tumplﬂh and
unmeasuroble The demond coming from the practitionaers may be totally diferent from the educators
The needs may diler according 1o lacal, regional or global siendords

As it is siofed obove, we are in lrouble with cur presen) opplicalions 5o the proctical waoy for
achieving o new system {5 analysing the inpul-outcomea mechanism of the whole programma Tha basic
airn cf this study is to find some hinks 1o opproach the problem from different sides and o crecte o new
madel which moy enlarge our vision abaut the subject

On ane side of the medel, when we lock of the curricula of different orchitectural schools, we see
that, there are seme basic similariies. Each hos campulsary or slechve courses ond some addihanal
proctices Thera are abso different application principles. For example some of them stan with basic
dr_-g.ign. somi iries o hove inawlod? accemulobion belore h:u.rlng any cllu.lgn course [FlB 1}

O -
A% & C O BINED
PROCESS EACH —
PARTS ARE Tburing edesation
INFLUERCING
———

EACHOTHER
O Afier vducatios

O the sther sida of the madel, when we lock of the graduates prochlioners, we ses that there are
some who are ocling as desigrer, as project managars, o canstructicn managars, etc. O some are nal
warking in their Held All of these ditferentiations may be perceived ol the accreditalion of the same ar
diffarend education schooly or differer candidates Onothis farmation, the eurricuba hos same influences
or roles on the end producis, but not as clecrcut as it is hoped by the educalors

What are the comparies approochas during the amploymant of o professional They creafe some
limitations oceording ta ftheir own copacibes. Some ask for an honour degroe frem such and such
famais univarsity, ar alse require on experencing lerm. Some ask for the differenet evaluation skages
Al aF these npprouch.i arg fime consuming aclians and creafing some other waosies Jsuch oy socio-




sconamic, pyychalogic)

The ather interesting side is that, the people are always arguing that the real defect lies in pralimi-
nary educafion syshems

At this point, it is clear that nobedy 15 hopelull about the present siloatian. That's why, the problem
is 1n ereate o systematic model which will sohe many of the eheve problems,

The basic principals of this new model are; being very dynamic, sasily applicoble, considering
lecal, regional or global needs altagether, having salbpresks or guaranees for running or achisving
sutcames, vary flaxible in adapting iself 1o very diffarant cases.

The problem should not be only the evaluation of the universities ond occreditation of their pro
grammes, bacause there are many different input potentials parallel fo different human being character
isfics loo. Al of these system may influance countries’ fulure expeciofions. 5o we must d|l‘e|:||'r evaluste
sulcameas (here the gradustes| instead of anly evalusting fhair crigins [aducation]. (Fig 2]

Evoleation Process Sheuld Include

adult and
Mot only education BUT > prafessianal

education

Anether importont foctor iy the TIME dimension? Any cne of us wonts o be occredioted properly,
accarding to o standardized, neulral system. By this, we hope fo adapt curselves 1o o procfising me-
dium But |5 this the l:muirlrlllng of a calm and pudnqﬁ.ll, cambordable life® Iy |1 endless? The answer is na.
Because of the dynamism of o professional life, changes in secioecancmic sondarts ond paraliel 1o
this, differant expactations, creates new problematic coses, In order to answet 1o all of these prefblams,
the modal should be structured os dynomic as possible That is; the model can be an apen system which
unhr evalvates and :lu::ili&: the pmple wha wanls lo work pmlauimlly in the hiald. 5o sach differ
ance in Ihe knowladge or experionca of the warker or firm may ba scientifically reflected to each other
simultanausly  [Fig-3)

Changes in Differant
Socio-Econamies vondarts expaciolians
MEW PROBLEMS
— ARD
— U DERSTAMNDING

Thie arganisation may be realised by a peivate lirm The cute-central can be managad by the occuplobed
imsurance campanies, The running ppilbch'nn of the aysham is gunrnnrnd h'p these ra firms hgulhar {Fig.-ﬂ-]

A privale Evalution firm Insuranee Campantes
& F
= & Guargnted running
= = fect
ar + E ’ perfection
g &
= e

A COMPLATED 5YSTEM




The companies will be able to choose theis stafs according to the perfermance levels of these
evaleation birms. IF the working guodity of a firm is good ond secured, the insurance company moy
raduce the fee 5o the whole wystem lack itelts automatically for perfection in any means of accrediio-
ticn

Hewavaer the system is aiming a pedection, thare are some missing parts that we must complete as
soen ai possible. For example, there is the Chamber of Architects in Turkey. Bid the necessarry low and
upp‘ir:ul"mn Fr'lrlt:plus are nal sufficient o opprove and purFu:ﬂ'y q:pﬂe io the whele syahem. H there is
an oflempt to establish this private crganisations, it is hoped thot porallel 1o these, some private wiver-
sifies may be established or mci:!ing ones may revise iheir sydiems nl:l:nrdinglr.

As o resull of this systamalic opprooch, it is hupu-d that, there won't be any more orienation
problem in the architacteral profassion. Architecks working in differant fislds could autematically orient
thamsabeas to any lavals of ony field. of any time whan thay improve thair knowledge or copability
standards, With the inpuls af Fhis new oppresch, students, occording ha Fheir own wishes or prehar.
mneas, may adopl themsabhes b the right lelds o right time intervals of shidies which they can ba much
mere suceessiull

System

Accraditalion is an evoluation process. As it s tha same in any process, there ore also many
diffarant stages in this process foo, that wae have to anolyse them desply and combine all of the incomas
ond/or aulcames in ceder to achieve the synthesis. There ara sub or main decision stages. |n any
dacision, the total success depends upon the study boundaries. I we Iry 1o cover @ very limited aren,
than the sther influsnces cracte 3o many superimposition which may offect the tetal systarm eriticalky
For aecreditation, al leasl, we must consider the stages before, during and affer education. W also
musl caver the interesting characlerishc behaviour of the humanbeing.

The ather impartant factar is creating @ confinuous gccredilofion systam parallel fo o confinfouws
educalion s:.-:b.rr:.

Before Education

As it is known, the whole copocifies of o man begins 1o sproul immadiately aFer i gains the earfiest
ambrys level This cantinues during the whale childheod peried, including nursery er primary schocks”
feval Family, sociceconomic e psycholegical anvireament influences this precess pasitivaly or nege:
fiwady

Diring Edveation

Mian may change all of his/hes behaviavral aspects during secandary, high schoal or university sduca-
tion levels. There are some concrele, some Haxible ocoerances in the mental accemulalions, The shalic
and d','nurn]l: processes are :rih'l:n"r in bolance. Bu these are risk foctors according bo the np]:lbed
aducation system ond stondard fypas. For instonca, os it hoppens in an orchitectural design sudis, A
sudent coming frem high scheal disectly may nat have o real adapeatian. But there should be a rans-
fiaral preparation for the new dynamic deugning process.

Aber Edueation

When a young person has the dugrnu or diplnmn in any Field, uurfl:mdy, 'inl:hdlng the relabives
friends ar the social enviranment, without :un:i:!lnng any of the nnﬂul‘iun impm:h. on the fulure munl‘ul
activities, charge fhe rig:il:i roles os if thare is sufficient muturity 1o copa with prochizing.

COither imporiont elamants of the proposed system opproach are human charectoristics, reloted supply
ond demand machonisms and the decisicon Aewibsling



Human Chareceristics

Each ene of us know thot hoving the perfection in any field is not possible. But we outomatically
tend fo oim fee 0 As & humankaing we olways have the grodual changes in eur productivity capacities
during whole litw reloted fo various mﬁmcing faetors.
Sa in any scereditation process, there must be an evalustion lechnique creeted, which will measure the
ditferent palentialities besidas our own existing knowledge copacities, copabilities. including futura
probabitities allagether
Supply and Demand Mechanism

There are three diferent partners in any accredilobion process. First one is the man whe is acerediated
@i tha suppliar, the second one is the aeerediater. e | the mediater and the third one is the occredile-
lion is for, e 0. the demander |client], (Fig. 5]

@» ()
“ &

The problem is 1o create a happy result, an optimum which fits to oll omong these. For axample,
having @ new professional grovp whe are able in tonsleting clients’expactation 1o the designer or
explaining the conceptual basis in dn:ignﬂr decisions to the clienls for achieving a bafer wilisotion in
any means, such o cleaning the materials or maintaining some companents elc. For achieving fis, wa
leck tor scientific, neutral, practically apglicable and sobe & guaranieed salulions. How do twe manags
this mulfi-sided system® We must occepd thot;

1. Accreditabion is a very complex antity. |t is not encwgh to pay albenilon merely io the curriculo in the
universifies. The process must cover whale [ife, with ofl of #'s relations, fo individeals of to society. Al the
sama fime with the whole rescurces.

2 Aceredilalion resds sciontifically prooved systems, and professional adapters. The bureaucratic
relations (s it exist in YOK) e the geodwills may net reclise o proper evaluation

3. Mot static but dynomic opplicalions neaded. They must be totally scientifically based system ap
preaches, including steistical, sccumulative and nevtral researches. The classification should be real
ised eccording 1o supply & demand mechanism in the field

Cacisian Flexibility

Propased system should hove the maximum Flexibililies in campansating the varicus inpuly ond
oulcames lowards the evalugtion of the harmanicus productivity with humanbeing, with sociol needs af
the public without cousing any wasle in any notural reseurce. The rigid decisions should net cut &
dynamic hidden finy potential of any accredicted persanality at any time interval for the sake of its
basic punulnrhms

Man
accrediated




A Practical Organisation

All of tha facts praseanted abaove show that we must sympdify the approoch if wa do rot concantrote
aurselves io find an accreditoble program for different expectalions, we may easily think about endless
freedom in an architeciural educakion for having varicws chareclerisfics in the autcome. MNow, fhe
problem is hnding sellguorantesd and paverfull syshem ha hove not any doubt cbout the classificotion of
the differant |:|u|:|1il}|' feahuras. ﬁuduuﬂ}r, this is nal o new ysfem in the wr.\rH. I:u.l'l.. Bl is new far Tur’u.-y and
it is trind ta have cerigin ravised sides bo odoplt it fo our noeds proparty, |n United Siotes or in athes
capitalish systams they use to opply this successfully. Hare thars are twe diffsrent porty acting togather
bar ||:||:E:'mg the systam m.ﬂnm-nhi:ln"r e produce bes| outcomes. Thews parts of the whals syshem can be
wsinklithed with the valuatian and the insurance companies. [Fig &)

A privale Evalutian Hrm Insuronze Companies
= g .
E Suaranted running
= + g parfaction
(=]
z m
A COMPLATED SYSTEM

These privote companies must oot scientifically, properly ond honourably, becarse atherwize in o
vary ﬂ'wﬂ Pqﬂr.\d the relative d-mund amounf hnr.l o be zere, In nﬂ:lur io be u:hi:l.ubh. these firms
corrasponds frequently with each othars. IF the result of any evaluation of the standards of o prafes
sianal archilect is ssienfific and occeptable then the insurance fee con be set proportionally. Cthereise
decisions may nol be cleorly definad. The amount of an insurance fee can be low or high IF fhe
standard of an architact is high in ony means, such as theesic or procficsl accumulotion or organisation
shandards she | then Wers is minimum risk facter and in return the inserance faa can ko minimum. On tha
ofher side, if the standard is law, the risk facter and fee become high

Ona may angua '|'|m;l.. du‘ fo l'|'1l l:-hl:n-l'::tnl mp-:h :"I"'m evoleation Fimi, infarmakan abaut archi-
toct's standard con be misleoding. But in this cose the firm immediotely loose ik perseosivenoss, That
means that [t ks very impartant for @ Hem to have real scientific sondard for having on acceptable
authoritativa

In order to achiove parfect rosults from this systom, there should be some decision corrections
redlised diting the application veps related to perfermances of the candidates by crenfing some check:
ing list mechanisms, Other ralated :ubg'm:h such o running malhndnlugm ar prln:lplu can Mill‘f b
prasanted aler this systam i acknted



Conclusion

In an accredifotion, the inpui-outcama machanism runs gz o blackbox i we ochieve o Enn-d ac:
eraditation system, this doas net maan thot it will bring o parfection in on evoluntion process. The simple
evaliglian process opplied in ony step of o professional process will create misch more valvable oul
come and i we cansidar fima dimansion, 1 will be more realisiic (v essence

The propased new model hod three basie concepts; first ene weas the cantinuity, .0 the dynamism
of fhe sysiem ond the other was creafion of o mature lavel of demand in the socieby and the thicd, e las)

one wos the authe-preoved guaranty. (Fig 7|

CREATION
COUMTUNITY GUARRANTY

|dirsaamisim]

This opan syalem may solve afl of the failing part: of the edveation system. The relatiens of input
outcome mechanism will adamatically change the scopes of the universities education planners’. Ba-
cause of the nature of the natural roce, each student will imprave his/her educalion capacity aulemati-
nﬂ"'r The pmcﬁud quulil'y demand nurni:n.u ITDITIPIdF‘D will larce the sludents to learn more, the studenis
will creote a stress on u:hiwlng bettar aducabion curriculo and coments in return. The syabem will lacd
oll tha p.r\ufua'bnnuh infe o wery dym:mic continuous educatian procass, so the l1:||.||:||'i|']|l and the actual
p-r"nrmnr:l of the pﬂ:\*lui:u'ml: can be realised at o maximum level.
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